on can get
quite sick = if
you're 3 parent -
of buying children’s
magarnes. They
consst of endles
Disney princesses and
Barbies, queens of bland,
with nothing much in
them except adverts, ghastdy
computer-generated images
and word searches. Boys have
Spectacular Spiderman but
really all they want i the
FREE!! Bartle Blaster plastic gun.
You can buy the ones that clum
“Learning 15 Fun', but s sl clear
they're cashing 1n on television
characrer such as Bob the Builder,
And even if children ase invited to
get creanve ('Let’s make parry bags
with MNoddy!'), the paper is so glossy,
w0 hosrile to cravamns
and umprovaanion, thar
it all feels pointles
But now we have
ade, Launched last
year, thit 1 2 sctence
and arns magarine faur
B0 o wever-year-olds
Publisthed four ames 3
vear, ity educational,
stvkishly deugned and 3
welcome eicape om
the ravening worlds of
r{‘lf\'lﬁllu:l_ COMmMLMmersim
and Dhsney
"Why should young
chuldren have to
conform o beng
cither famnies o
bauileders®' gk Sophie
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No adverts, no free gifts and
definitely no Bob the Builder.

Welcome to ‘Okido, the

magazine designed to make

children brainier

WOHDS Sally WLLIAME
PHOTOGRAPHS S-BRNATAECH

New kids
on the block

Dauvals, 46, co-founder of Olido
with Rachel Crrtas, 48, And we
didn't want to weat them like lintle
consumers.” Most importantly, they've
also targeted the parents. "We want
them to have a good ame together,
looking at the maganne, 0 il Wi
very much abour mying to fnd
aryle that would please bath
generatons’

The magic of Olide is the detail: ins
size (30 x 20cm) makes 1t easy for
children to hobd; recycled paper
mcans that it can be marked wath
whatever chalk. coloured penal or
felt ap comes o hand (Okide
encourages 3 lot of drwang);ith a
boak to keep, rather than 3 magazine
to throw away, and ity made by
arnsts, not aied to televinon. Theres
origami, games, stories and recipes
[eg. pumpkin pancakes and, more
sarthng, fake poo = "hde 1t
somewhere fun'"), Each
bwsue has & theme, such &

growing' of “bran and
dreaming’. And Chrdi
must be the only
Mmagazine you can
ear "We e
vegetable-oil ink, s0
it’s really eco-friendly says
Ot

Children wall be dirilled, too,
by the characters. Messy Monaster, for
example. He the rewon your shoes
go mismng, or vour room aicddenly
becomes 3 very big mess It not
vour B! You have Messy
Monster lving with vou® Squarrel
Bov, on the other hand, charts the
adventures of Albert, 3 bo who s

small for his age, but is ransformed into 3 busky-
tailed superhero, when he pun on s home- mads
sequirrel suut, fashioned froun his grandmother’s fur
coat. Ta-da!

Children are clearly gripped by Albert, Diauvoi
says, because they send in photos of themsebves
drested a5 Squirre] Boy in suits made out of coats
by their rwum or dad. She says they also loved the
recipe for the Alien Muffins {courgette and cheese
muffins decorated wath cockeail sck antennae and
carrot legs). Bur one parent wasn't 30 happy with
Spot Faxy in the ‘Seck and Locate’ double page
spread, in the fourth Bsue. It took her child one
hour to find him (hes on the jam Lbel):"One hous
less m front of the TV! laughs Do,

Okido began life in 2004, in the smng mam of
Dauvoks’ flat i Brizon, south London. Born near
Paris, to a vet father and teacher mother, she
smdied genencs and biology at universizy in Pars,
went o to complete two PhiDs and work for
Cancer UK in London. In 1996, she switched fron

research to educanon at
the Hackney City

Learning Centre,

whete ihe enthuse

children with such
subpecn a3 ‘the
beautiul world' of
cell biology. But i
was her son, Enml
aped seven, who wa
the woparatson for
CMeiidp, "He made me
realue the lack of
INEEATITeS, 13V
Drauveus, so we du
loads of activits
okiseives, cuttin
out and dravang
If Dravvomn 1 th
science and
educatton, Chrtas 1

Paris at the age of three. A formes
lead vinger for Tokow Boyi, s new
wave band, and Luna Parker, she
meved to London in the oud-1990s,

met Dauvods, and went on 1o study at

Central Saint Martins Caollege of Art
and Dengn, where she 1 now arost
in residence and asociate lecturer
and well placed to recruit young
talent, including Edmund Fung,
CHerdir's deugner "All these voung

lustrators come to London to study

she sy, o0 we have this enormous
pool of people who are
happy to work for us
because it is a chance to
be publithed " Picturs
books are 2 big
influence on Oreas and
she draws on Tiwve

e, Botchard Searry
AW VEAUTICE 3CNO0IK (OF Md

retro-maivery of Okldos sovle

Dauvois Liunched the magarine
with L5000 of her own money. The
name 1 a hybod of lad” and ‘okey-
dokey”. "We checked 1t didn't mean
anything inappropriate in Japanese,
s Dauvoss. “We found out it's the
name of a form of yoga that males
vou baugh — 5o that was QK

The first isswe took sight months o
produce. Mow it takes six weeks and
i stocked i Borders, Fovles, Tate
Modern and mauseum and toy shops
and huas 300 subscribers. Since the
company 1 non-profit making,
Olirido w 3 labour of love: Oreas
suppors herself by selling cards and

thee are (and cooking). Bom in Spain,
where her father wat an artest and her
mother 2 psychiarrist, Ortas moved o

‘We checked that the title
:Iidn't meli.i:tmin Jthing

na e apanese.
It’sptﬂe _n

name of a form of yoga

that makes people laugh'’

P, TR by Declance don Juung, and
teaching. Lag December, the W lcome Trust, the
medical research chariry, awarde |2 grant to fund
production cones, 2 website and  vordahops in
primary schooli: there 3 money for two more
trsuees. "We really want ro keep a8 vay fiom having
ads, sy Dhawvods, 'so we ane loo dng ar getting
mcre funding through workahe w!

For Clado to be sold in newsa oo, distributors
have recommended that n expa d o a
comventional A4 formar. This, o course, is out of
the question. ‘But we are thinke g of stapling the
magazane inside mn A4 cardboar | folder which can
be used a5 a game or a cur-our, ays Dauvon

But what of the dreaded ‘free’ ft? "An enganu
balloon or 3 feather, she langhs, mugmatically. ©

Farther formance on obsdo.coulke

Kidding around Facing page, clockwisa from top left:
"Okido’; Zoe (In red); Ortas running a workshop; and with
Dauvais [right). This page: Felix (top left); finding Foxy;
Squirrel Boy meets some allens; activity time - looking
at a skeleton and painting
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